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Amendments to the Claims 

Please amend Claims 19, 33, 35, 37-39, 41-42, 46, 48, and 50 as shown below. Please 
cancel Claims 20, 34, 36, 40, 43-45, 47, and 49. Please also cancel non-elected Claims 51-56. 
This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the application. 

Listing of Claims 

1 9. (currently amended) A testing device for the identification of an analyte of interest, 
comprising: 

a. a housing having a sample application matrix adapt e d for: 

i. receipt of a liquid-containing sample; 

ii. desiccation of the l iquid - contain i ng sample in situ; and 

iii. rehydration of the desiccated li qu i d - conta i n i ng sample for transfer to a 
testing element;-and 

b. at least one aperture in the housing to receive a testing element inserted therein 
and hold said testing element in direct liguid-conductive communication with the 
sample application matrix; and 

c. at least one insertable testing element adapt e d fo r , the or each testing element 
on insertion into an aperture in the housing, being retained within the housing in 
liquid-conductive communication with the sample application matrix^ such that 
upon rehydration of the desiccated sample , resolubilized or resuspended 
components of the tiquidsample are carried from the sample application matrix to 
the testing element or elements. 

20. (cancelled) 

21-32 (previously cancelled) 

33. (currently amended) A testing device for the identification of an analyte of interest, said 
testing device comprising: 

a. a housing having a sample application matrix adapt e d for receiving a plurality of 
samples at discrete locations thereon, and aggregating the samples;-afid 
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b. at least one aperture in the housing to receive a testing element inserted therein 
and hold said testing element in direct liguid-conductive communication with the 
sample application matrix; and 

c. at least one insertable testing element, the or each testing element, on insertion 
into an aperture in the housing, being retained within the housing in liguid- 
conductive communication with the sample application matrix, such that a 
wh e r e in the single test may be performed to simultaneously determine presence 
of the analyte of interest in a plurality of samples having discrete origin. 

34. (cancelled) 


35. (currently amended) The testing device of claim 3433, wherein said samp le appl i cation 
matr i x i s adapt e d for : 

i. r e c ei pt of a liquid-containing sample is received by said sample 
application matrix ; 

ii. d e ss i cation of th e li gu i d - conta i n i ng samp le the sample is desiccated in 
situ\ and 

iii. r e hydration of the desiccated li qu i d - conta i n i ng sample is rehvdrated for 
transfer to said testing element or elements. 


36. (cancelled) 


37. (currently amended) The testing device of claim 33, wherein a dried said-sample 

app l icat i on matr i x is adapt e d for r e c e ipt of a dr ie d samp le is received by said sample 
application matrix . 


38. (currently amended) A testing device for the identification of an analyte of interest, said 
testing device comprising: 

a. a housing having at least one sample orifice selectively openable and sealable 
for admitting and sealably maintaining a plurality of samples therein, and at least 
one test orifice adapt e d for insertion of a testing element or elements therein; 
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b. a sample application matrix disposed within said housing in communication with 
said at least one sample orifice and said at least one test orifice, sa i d samp le 
app li cat i on matr i x adapted for w herein : 

i. r e c e ipt of the plurality of samples th e r e on are received by said sample 
application matrix ; and 

ii. aggr e gat i ng the plurality of samples are aggregated thereon , wh e r e in th e 
such that a plurality of samples of discrete origin ar e adapt e d for being 
may be applied and sealed within said testing device, and subsequently 
tested in the aggregate. 

39. (currently amended) The testing device of claim 38, wherein sa i d samp le applicat i on 
matr i x is adapt e d to r e c ei v e the plurality of samples are received at a single location 
th e r e on on said sample application matrix. 

40. (cancelled) 

41 . (currently amended) The testing device of claim 38, wherein sa i d samp le app l ication 
matr i x is adapt e d to r e c ei v e the plurality of samples are received at discrete locations 
th e r e on on said sample application matrix , and said matrix b ei ng adapt e d for 
aggr e gat i ng aggregates the samples upon said insertion of the testing element or 
elements. 


42. (currently amended) The testing device of claim 38, wherein said at le ast on e samp le 
or i fic e furth e r compr i ses housing has a plurality of sample orifices selectively openable 
and sealable for admitting and sealably maintaining the plurality of samples therein. 

43-45 (cancelled) 

46. (currently amended) The testing device of claim 38, further comprising at least one 

testing element adapt e d for insertion through the or each said test orifice for testing the 
plurality of samples. 
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47. (cancelled) 

48. (currently amended) The testing device of claim 4?38, wherein at least one of the 
plurality of samples contains liquid, and sa i d samp le app li cation matr i x i s furth e r adapt e d 
for: 

d e ssication of th e at le ast on e of th e p l ura li ty of samp le s the liquid-containing 
sample is desiccated on said sample application matrix in situ; 
the desiccated sample is rehydrated thereon r e hvdrat i on of th e d e siccat e d at 
le ast on e samp le; and 

aggr e gation of resolubilized or resuspended components of said at le ast 
onesample are aggregated with at least one other of the plurality of samples for 
testing. 

49. (cancelled) 

50. (currently amended) A testing device for the identification of an analyte of interest from a 
plurality of samples, at least one of the plurality of samples containing liquid, said testing 
device comprising: 

a. a housing having a sample application matrix adapt e d for: 
receipt of the plurality of samples at discrete locations thereon; 
desiccation of the at le ast on e of th e plura li ty o f liguid-containing sample or 
samples in situ; 

rehydration of the desiccated sample o r hydrat i on of th e p l ura li ty of samples; and 
aggregation of solubilized or suspended components of the p l urality of 
tiwte sample or samples for analyte analysis T i 

b. at least one aperture in the housing to receive a testing element inserted therein 
and hold said testing element in direct liquid-conductive communication with the 
sample application matrix; and 

c. at least one insertable testing element, the or each testing element, on insertion 
into an aperture in the housing, being retained within the housing in liguid- 
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conductive communication with the sample application matrix, wherein a single 
test may be performed to simultaneously determine presence of the analyte of 
interest in a plurality of samples having discrete origin. 

51-56 (cancelled) 
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